
Agricultural Practices 
For this assignment, answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.  You may need to look up some of the 

questions online.  Be sure to show your work for math problems.  Attach your work to the back of this sheet. 

 

Please answer the following questions based on the information in the Historical Highlights: 2007 and Earlier 

Census Years online document located here: 

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2007/Full_Report/Volume_1,_Chapter_1_US/st99_1_001_001.pdf  

 

The total number of farms in the United States has varied since 1997.  

1. What was the change in percentage between 1997 and 2002?  

2. What was the change in percentage between 2002 and 2007?  

 

Although the total number of farms has varied since 1997, the number of farms by size has not increased in all 

areas.  

3. In which farm sizes was there a decrease between 1997 and 2007?  

4. In which farm sizes was there an increase between 1997 and 2007?  

5. What is the average percentage change seen in each of these size areas?  

 

Analyze farms by type of organization.  

6. Which organizations have seen an increase 1997 and 2007?  

7. Which organizations have seen a decrease between 1997 and 2007?  

 

8. Given that the total number of farms has increased over the past ten years, please share why you think 

some farm sizes and types of organizations decreased over that period.  

 

Not all agricultural commodities are profitable based on the market price and cost of production.  Complete the 

problems below using the given information.  

9. If high oil corn has the same production cost per acre as regular corn but can be sold for $.16 more per 

bushel, what yield of high oil corn is needed to equal 130 bushels of regular corn at $2.45 per bushel?  

10. A part-time farmer has 180 acres of land, 40 cows and can only work 550 hours per year on his Farm. An 

acre of corn requires 3 hours of labor and yields 80 bushels.  An acre of beans take 2 hours and yields 35 

bushels.  Each cow needs 10 hours of labor, 3 acres of land, and consumes 16 bushels of corn.  What is 

the maximum number of acres of soybeans he can grow if the farmer keeps 40 cows and does not buy any 

corn?  
 

Using the NASS website at www.nass.usda.gov click on the crops and plants link on the left side of the page, then 

field crops in the center of the page, then select corn field and click search, you should see a table.  Predict what 

you think the answers will be by looking at the table.  

11. What would you predict the Yield to be in 2010?  

12. What would you predict the Production to be in 2010? 

13. What would you predict the Price per Unit to be in 2010? 

14. What is driving an increase in the production and price of corn in the U.S. today?  

 

Using the NASS website at www.nass.usda.gov click on the Charts and Maps link on the left side of the page, 

then Dairy Products in the center list, then Total Cheese Production where you will see a chart.  Predict what you 

think the answers will be by looking at the chart.  

15. What can you predict about the Total Cheese Produced in 2010?  

16. What year do you think we will exceed 10.50 billion pounds of cheese produced in the U.S.? 

 

Using the NASS website at www.nass.usda.gov click on the Charts and Maps link on the left side of the page, 

then Estimating programs (on the right side of the screen) then Crops where you will see an article.  Read the 

article and answer the following questions.  

17. Where does the information come from that the government uses to make predictions?  

 

Name _____________________________________ 
 

Date ____________     Per. _____                
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Using the NASS website at www.nass.usda.gov click on the Charts and Maps link, then Estimating programs on 

the right side of the page, then County Estimates in the center of the page where you will see an article.  Read the 

article and answer the following questions.  

18. How is most information collected for determining County Estimates? 

19. What two agencies rely heavily on these predictions? 

 

Create a pie chart illustrating the following information utilization of potatoes in the United States:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Create a bar chart illustrating the following information for cheese totals in the United States:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Create a line chart illustrating the following information for wool in the United States:  
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