
6 POINTS

Description

Clearly describe what you did in the 

activity. Do NOT simply restate the steps 

of the activity; summarize them in your 

own words. Don't include any irrelevant 

details (ex. Clean-up procedure, or tiny 

details that aren't important to the 

concept you studied). A summary is not a 

formal lab paper, so you should refer to 

what you and your group did, but not 

specifically what each person did.

describes 

activity very 

clearly and 

includes all 

important 

details

describes 

activity 

clearly, 

includes most 

(but not all) 

details

describes 

activity 

somewhat 

clearly, but 

leaves out some 

important 

details

fails to 

describe 

activity

Concepts

Describe each of the concepts you studied 

in the activity. Some activities may 

focus on a single concept, while others 

may have multiple ones. Use the lab 

activity procedure to help you focus your 

writing about the concepts.

all scientific 

concepts studied 

are included and 

explained 

thoroughly and 

clearly

all scientific 

concepts studied 

are included and 

explained 

clearly

most scientific 

concepts studied 

are included and 

explained 

clearly

scientific 

concepts studied 

are neither 

identified nor 

explained

Importance

Relate the concept(s) being studied to 

its/their scientific importance in 

biology. (ex. If the properties of water 

are the concepts, you should specifically 

describe how it's important to living 

things. If you're studying mitosis, you 

must explain how the creation of new 

cells is important for organisms.)

clearly and 

thoroughly 

explains 

scientific 

importance/ 

purpose of 

activity

clearly explains 

scientific 

importance/ 

purpose of 

activity

somewhat clearly 

explains 

scientific 

importance/ 

purpose of 

activity

fails to provide 

any scientific 

importance/ 

purpose for 

activity

Learned

You should thoroughly and clearly explain 

AT LEAST two scientific concepts or 

principles that YOU PERSONALLY learned. 

Since summaries are not part of formal 

lab papers, it's appropriate for you to 

use pronouns referencing yourself. Be 

sure to describe the concepts you 

learned, not what the group, or any other 

student, learned.

identifies and 

explains clearly 

at least two 

scientific 

concepts that 

were learned via 

the activity

identifies and 

explains clearly 

one scientific 

concept that 

were learned via 

the activity

identifies and 

explains 

somewhat clearly 

one scientific 

concept that 

were learned via 

the activity

does not 

identify any 

scientific 

concepts learned 

via the activity

Format

Use complete, well-written sentences to 

write your summary. Be sure to proof read 

so that there aren't any grammatical or 

spelling errors. Take your time to write 

a thorough summary that demonstrates your 

effort and thoughtfulness. Your writing 

should not appear to the reader as though 

you rushed through it just to get it 

done. Use MLA or APA format.

uses complete 

sentences; very 

easy to follow 

summary parts; 

grammar, 

spelling, etc. 

is perfect

uses complete 

sentences;  easy 

to follow 

summary parts; 

grammar, 

spelling, etc. 

is good

uses complete 

sentences; easy 

to follow 

summary parts; 

grammar, 

spelling, etc. 

is okay

few (if any) 

complete 

sentences;  

difficult to 

follow summary 

parts; grammar, 

spelling, etc. 

makes it 

extremely 

challenging to 

read

Meets Standard
Approaching 

Standard

Well Below 

Standard
Unsatisfactory

SUMMARY



Terminology

Proper use of terminology is critical for 

the reader to determine if you truly 

understand what you're writing. Improper 

use of scientific terminology 

demonstrates that you do NOT know what 

you're talking about.

includes proper 

use of 

appropriate 

terminology

X X

does not include 

proper use of 

appropriate 

terminology

MLA Format
This portion of the write up is in MLA 

format.
YES = + 1 point NO = - 1 point


