
Environmental Protection Laws & Treaties Report 

Title Other Titles 
First 

Enacted 

Amend-

ments 
Purpose Current Events 

Coastal Zone 

Management Act 
CZMA 1972 n/a 

Encourage and develop coastal states to make plans 

for management or coastal areas. Preservation and 

protection, restoration and enhancement of marine 

environments. Area spans more than 1 million acres 

and are used for long-term research, water-quality 

monitoring, education, and coastal stewardship. 

All coastal states (and many U.S. protectorates) 

included in act … except Alaska which withdrew 

in July 2011 

Federal Food, Drug 

and Cosmetic Act 

FFDCA, FDCA, 

FD & C 
1938 

replaces 

“Pure Food 

and Drug 

Act” of 

1906 

Due to drug amendments changing, animal test 

subjects developing cancer from food coloring, and 

many other horrendous side effects to consumption 

and use, the FFDCA was put into effect.  The goal 

behind the act was to assure food was sanitary to eat, 

drugs were safe and effective, and cosmetics caused 

no harm. 

“Secure and Responsible Drug Disposal Act of 

2010” (added on) helps against teens non-medical 

use of prescription drugs and crime associated 

with such use. Cosmetics industry is a relatively 

under-regulated industry. 

United Nations 

Convention on the 

Law of the Sea 

UNCLOS, Law of 

the Sea 

Convention, Law 

of the Sea Treaty 

1982 1993 

The UNCLOS defines the responsibilities and rights 

of the nations have in use of the oceans.  It states the 

guidelines of how nations conduct business, how the 

environment should be treated and management of 

natural resources. 

(no specifics) 

Healthy Forests 

Initiative 

Healthy Forests 

Restoration Act of 

2003, “No Tree 

Left Behind” 

2003 n/a 

The basic purpose of this law is to thin out 

overcrowded forests, take action against destructive 

pests, eliminate hazardous fuel sources in national 

forests, advance forest fire-fighting, and thin forests 

near communities to prevent wildfires from spreading 

to populated areas. 

n/a 

Food Quality 

Protection Act 
n/a 1996 

act 

amended 

FFDCA 

and FIFRA 

This act created a standard for the way the 

Environmental Protection Agency controlled the use 

of pesticides in food, making a health-based standard, 

special protections for infants, and motivations to 

create safer pesticides. 

n/a 

Clean Air Act 
Clean Air Act of 

1963 
1963 

1970, 1977, 

1990 

To control air pollution on a national level and reduce 

the air pollution from stationary sources such as 

power plants and steel mills 

President Obama outlined steps to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions and combat global 

warming through a series of executive actions. 

National 

Environmental 

Policy Act 

n/a 1970 
1975 and 

1982 

To establish national environmental policy and goals 

for the protection, maintenance, and enhancement of 

the environment; to provide a process for 

implementing the goals with the federal agencies; to 

establish the council on environmental quality 

A quicker review process was introduced in 2015. 

Endangered 

Species Act 
ESA 1973 

1988 and 

2011 

The purpose was to determine and list all endangered 

species, unauthorized possession, sale, and transport 

was made illegal.  Federal law protects endangered 

species. 

In 2011, President Obama signed the Department 

of Defense and Full-Year Appropriations Act of 

2011 which delisted several species. Strong 

public support for the act. 

      



International 

Conference on 

Population and 

Development 

n/a 1994 n/a 

The purpose is to create goals of women’s education, 

health, of infant mortality, reduction of maternal 

mortality, and access to family planning.  It was 

pushed to help poorer people in need of healthcare. 

Met in 2014 to check on progress and concluded 

that expanded efforts were required. 

Oil Pollution Act n/a 1990 n/a 

The law was passed on response to the Exxon Valdez 

incident.  The act established provisions that 

expanded the federal government’s ability to quickly 

and effectively deal with oil spills.  Also, the law 

increased penalties for those not following 

precautionary guidelines. 

On 08/01/13, a bill to amend the act was given to 

a congressional committee. 

Montreal Protocol 

The Montreal 

Protocol on 

Substances that 

Deplete the Ozone 

Layer 

1987 
1990, 1992, 

1997, 1999 

The purpose of this treaty is for the countries a part of 

it to recognize the adverse effects of certain 

substances on the ozone layer and work cooperatively 

to keep emissions below a certain level.  Also, 

phasing out harmful substances through scientific 

collaboration.  The parties involved do these things 

while trying to recognize the needs for some of these 

substances in development countries. 

On 09/06/13, leaders agreed to lower the 

production and use of hydrofluorocarbons 

(HFCs) according to standards of the Montreal 

Protocol. Mexico receiving funding to transition 

from CFCs and HCFCs. 

Occupational 

Safety and Health 

Act 

OSHA 1970 many 

The main idea behind the OSHA is to authorize 

employers to ensure that the workspace of their 

employees is free of environmental hazards.  The 

employers are required to free their facilities of toxic 

chemicals, excessive noise, dirty conditions, and 

extreme heat/cold.  OSHA also led to the enactment 

of the Occupational Safety and Health Administration. 

On 08/30/13, O.S.H. Administration reminded all 

employers to post a form that contains a 

summarization of the total number of job-related 

injuries from 2012. Cases resolved in 2015 in 

WA include those against UW Medical Center 

and Motel 6. 

Federal Insecticide, 

Fungicide, and 

Rodenticide Act 

FIFRA 1947 
1972 and 

1996 

FIFRA established regulations for the safety of 

pesticides with a series of 120 tests.  With 

amendments, most notably in 1972, the law was 

expanded to the sale and use of pesticides.  FIFRA 

was originally operated by the Department of 

Agriculture, but is now administered by the 

Environmental Protection Agency. 

(no specifics) 

Pollution 

Prevention Act 
PPA, P2 Act 1990 n/a 

This national policy, enacted in the U.S., is a cost-

effective plan to reduce pollution.  It was done 

through changes in production, operation, and raw 

materials use.  Additionally, the act authorizes the 

Environmental Protection Agency to collect data on 

pollution prevention, and it requires owners of 

facilities to report their environmental footprint. 

(no specifics) 

Rotterdam 

Convention 
n/a 1998 2004 

The basic purpose of this treaty is to place restrictions 

on chemical waste disposal.  [It calls on exporters of 

hazardous chemicals to use proper labeling, include 

directions on safe handling, and inform purchasers of 

any known restrictions or bans.  The U.S. is a non-

signatory state.] 

Upcoming meeting (Sept. 2016) in Rome 

      



Madrid Protocol 

Antarctic 

Environment 

Protocol 

1991 n/a 

The purpose of it is to protect Antarctica from oil 

drilling and other human activities that destroy the 

environment.  [The U.S. is a non-signatory state.] 

Russia and China exerting influence over 

Antarctica policy to allow drilling when protocol 

expires in 2048 

Stockholm 

Convention on 

Persistent Organic 

Pollutants 

POPs 2004 n/a 

The purpose of this treaty was to limit production and 

use of “persistent organic pesticides” (POPs).  Those 

POPs include DDT [insecticide], Mirex [insecticide], 

and Endrin [insecticide and rodenticide].  [The U.S. is 

a non-signatory state.] 

[proposed chemical additions and approved 

chemical additions for new chemicals with expert 

approval] 

Safe Drinking 

Water Act 
SDWA 1974 

1986 and 

1996 

SDWA gives the Environmental Protection Agency 

power to set health standards on drinking water such 

as limiting amounts of contaminants like lead, arsenic, 

and bromate. 

Flint, MI switched water supply to the Flint river, 

resulting in high lead levels 

Toxic Substances 

Control Act 
TSCA 1976 

1986, 1988, 

1992 

Grants the Environmental Protection Agency the 

jurisdiction to require the reporting, record-keeping, 

and restrictions to particular chemicals.  This 

jurisdiction is excluded from food, drugs, cosmetics, 

and pesticides however.  This act addresses the 

importation, use, and disposal of particular chemicals, 

especially polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), 

asbestos, radon, and lead-based paint. 

Lead paint is reported to remain popular in 

developing countries. 

Resource 

Conservation & 

Recovery Act 

RCRA 1976 
1980, 1986, 

1984 

This act gives the Environmental Protection Agency 

the right to control hazardous waste in generation, 

transportation, treatment, storage, and disposal.  It 

also organized the management of non-hazardous 

solid waste.  Under RCRA, places that come in 

contact with, or handle solid waste, must have a 

permit. 

On 07/25/13, U.S. Representative Cartwright 

proposed an amendment to close loopholes in the 

RCRA that were created by the 1980 amendment 

that limited its jurisdiction. 

Surface Mining 

Control and 

Reclamation Act 

n/a 1977 n/a 

Regulate active mines to prevent environmental 

degradation from coal mining and reclaim abandoned 

mine lands 

Amendment introduced in 2011 (not enacted) to 

authorize certified states and tribes to use money 

from the abandoned mine reclamation fund for 

hard rock and coal mining reclamation projects 

and extend liability protection to them 

Soil and Water 

Conservation Act 

Soil and Water 

Resources 

Conservation Act 

1977 n/a 

Gives the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

authority to assess and plan for the conservation, 

protection, and enhancement of soil, water, and 

related natural resources. 

n/a 

Convention on 

International Trade 

in Endangered 

Species of Wild 

Fauna and Flora 

CITES, 

Washington 

Convention 

1973 

1983 

(Gaborone 

Amend-

ment) 

The purpose is to control international distribution of 

wild plants and animals to prevent native species from 

being threatened.  Also, its purpose includes 

protecting over 34,000 species of plants and animals. 

In 2008, CITES granted China and Japan 

permission to import nearly 120 tons of elephant 

ivory from Africa. Six tons of ivory confiscated 

from poachers and destroyed in 2013. 

Lacey Act Lacey Act of 1900 1900 2008 

The purpose of the law is to prohibit trade in wildlife, 

fish, and plants that have been illegally taken, 

transported, or sold. 

Amended to protect a broader range of 

plants/plant products. There has recently been a 

ban against 4 types of constrictor snakes because 

of their effect on the Everglades. 

United Nations Rio Summit, Rio 1992 2012 In this conference, their main purpose was to address Earth Summit 2012 took place in Rio once again 



Conference on 

Environment and 

Development 

Conference, Earth 

Summit 

(United 

Nations 

Conference 

on 

Sustainable 

Develop.) 

production of toxic items, scarcity of water, 

importance of public transportation, and alternative 

sources of energy.  In addition, this conference 

allowed the opportunity for countries to sign multiple 

documents related to the environment. 

(third time) to reevaluate the environmental goals 

on the world, resulted in over 700 voluntary 

commitments from participating nations. 

Clean Water Act n/a 1972 

1977, 1987 

(Water 

Quality 

Act) 

It is the federal law in the U.S. governing water 

pollution.  Goals include eliminating high amounts of 

toxic substances in water and restoring/maintaining 

the chemical, biological, and physical integrity of 

water in the U.S. 

Efforts to revise to include non-point sources 

Magnuson-Stevens 

Fishery 

Conservation and 

Management Act 

Magnuson-Stevens 

Act 
1976 

1996 and 

2006 

The basic purpose of this law is to protect the 

population of fish in the U.S.  It controls the fishing 

industry by maintaining the population of fish and 

protecting some fish habitats. 

The National Research Council is trying to 

amend the Act to make the fishing limits lower so 

the fish rebound quicker. 

Marine Mammal 

Protection Act 
MMPA 1972 

1981, 1982, 

1988, 1995 

The MMPA stops citizens of the seas from taking 

marine mammals.  It has exceptions, but it protects 

marine mammals and marine mammal products from 

being imported into the U.S. 

Florida manatees removed from endangered list. 

Comprehensive 

Environmental 

Response, 

Compensation and 

Liability Act 

CERCLA, 

Superfund 
1980 1986 

Created a tax on chemical and petroleum industries 

and made a federal authority to the release of 

hazardous substances that can harm people and 

environment.  [It also provides federal authority to 

clean up contaminated sites.] 

n/a 

Kyoto Protocol 
Kyoto 2 (2nd stage 

2013-2020) 
1997 2012 

It is an international treaty giving obligations to 

industrialized nations to reduce their greenhouse gases 

emissions.  Its goal is to lower the overall emissions 

from carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, sulfur 

hexafluoride, HFCs, and PFCs. 

At the end of last year, the second stage of the 

Kyoto Protocol, known as Kyoto 2, was agreed to 

in Doha, Qatar.  The U.S. and Canada did not join 

the Protocol, and Russia, Japan, and New Zealand 

did not sign up for a 2nd term.  Currently, none of 

the major greenhouse gases emitters that are part 

of the Protocol have pledged greater reductions 

for 2013-2020 period than the pledges they 

originally agreed to in the 1st stage of the Kyoto 

Protocol. Paris Protocol/Accord is set to replace 

(be successor for) Kyoto; negotiations are 

ongoing. 

Ocean Dumping 

Act 

Marine Protection, 

Research, and 

Sanctuaries Act 

(MPRSA) 

1972 
1977, 1987, 

1992 

This act prohibits ocean dumping, except for it 

someone has a permit, in any U.S. waters.  It also tries 

to conduct research and studies to aid in the search of 

dumping alternatives, as well as designating areas as 

National Marine Sanctuaries. 

Although technically an accident, the oil spill in 

the Gulf of Mexico created a huge legal issue for 

oil companies in response to the act’s laws. 

Nuclear Waste 

Policy Act 

Atomic Energy Act 

Amendments of 

1981, Nuclear 

Waste Policy Act 

of 1982 

1983 
1987 and 

1994 

The purpose of the treaty was to make sure nuclear 

waste was disposed of properly.  The Department of 

Energy is able to provide up to 1,900 metric tons of 

temporary storage.  It also was amended in 1987 to 

make Yucca Mountain the designated site to be a 

In 2011, CNN called nuclear waste “America’s 

biggest security threat,” because tons of it sit next 

to large populated areas. Very expensive to 

decommission nuclear sites, often requiring 

gov’t. assistance. 



permanent repository for nuclear waste.  [The Yucca 

Mountain site, northwest of Las Vegas, was defunded 

in 2010 due to political pressure.]  

 


