
Research a Cancer 

Normally, cells progress through the cell cycle at appropriate times and at an appropriate rate. 

Cells divide so that an organism can grow in size, to replace cells that have been damaged by 

physical injuries or infections, or to replace cells that have died naturally. There are a number of 

controls in cells that make sure cells don’t divide when it’s unnecessary. Unfortunately, as we 

age, or are exposed to certain chemical substances or physical triggers, cells become more likely 

to escape those controls and divide when they aren’t supposed to. 

 

Cancer is a disease of uncontrolled growth of cells within an organism. Cancerous cells vary 

from normal cells in a number of ways. For example, they may grow into healthy cells and take 

nutrients from them. Cancer cells may also break apart and move through the body, establishing 

themselves in a new location. Also, they typically can continue to divide indefinitely, ignoring 

the signals and controls that would normally cause them to die. 

 

For this short research activity, you will choose a type of cancer that you are familiar with. You 

may choose it because you’ve heard about it on TV or read about it in an article. Or, maybe it’s a 

type of cancer that, unfortunately, someone you know has had. 

 

For the cancer you’re researching, answer the following questions in your science notebook. Be 

sure to include enough of the question to make your answers useful. 

 

1. Name of cancer 

2. Type of cells or tissue it affects 

3. Sex ratio affected 

4. Age, or age range, most affected 

5. Risk factors and/or direct causes 

6. What initial problems/symptoms are there 

7. Rate of disease progression 

a. What occurs during stages of progression 

8. How is it diagnosed 

9. How is it treated 

a. Surgery 

b. Chemotherapy 

c. Radiation 

d. Drugs 

10. Typical metastatic sequence(s) 

11. 5-year survival rate 

12. Approximate cost for treatment 

13. Long-term health effects 

 

 


